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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sister Claire Pelletier
(Sister Marie Eva)

October 26, 1924    -    July 1, 2016
“God is our refuge and our strength,

an ever-present help in distress.

Therefore we fear not.”

(Psalm 46)


Sister Claire Pelletier, formerly known as Sister Marie Eva died at St. Joseph Convent on July 1, 2016.  On February 2nd of the same year, she celebrated her 70 years of vowed life with the Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary also known as the Good Shepherd Sisters of Quebec.


Her father, François Xavier Pelletier, was born in St. Germain, Kamouraska, Canada and emigrated to the United States at an early age.  He spent most of his life as a mill worker who knew how to supplement his meager income of depression days with doing a variety of odd jobs for people in the neighborhood.  In the latter years of his life, St. Theresa Parish, Methuen, Massachusetts employed him as maintenance man for St. Theresa School and as sexton at St. Theresa Parish Church


Her mother, Eva Ouellette, was born in Lawrence, Massachusetts. She was a woman of strong character and faith.  She had a great influence on the upbringing of the eleven children of the family of six boys and five girls.  The parents were both very pious and prayer and daily recitation of the rosary were an integral part of their day. The parents were very proud that three of their daughters entered the Good Shepherd Sisters.  The first to answer the call of the Lord was Bernadette, the second, Claire and the last Theresa.


Sister Claire was born on October 26, 1924.  She was the sixth child of the family.  She received her elementary and secondary education at St. Theresa School in Methuen, Massachusetts.  In 1944, she entered the convent in Biddeford, Maine.  She then began her teaching career in Northern Maine. She also taught in the parochial schools of Lawrence and Methuen, Massachusetts, and in Biddeford, Maine.  She earned her B.A. in Education from St. Joseph College in Standish, Maine.  Later she did her graduate studies in Library Science at Villanova University, in Pennsylvania. Upon graduation she worked in the libraries of several Catholic High Schools, including Central Catholic High School in Lawrence, Massachusetts, where she is fondly remembered by staff and students.


Sister Claire found her niche in library work rather than in teaching.  Her silent, quiet nature lent itself to the type of interaction and individualized help involved in library science.  Upon her retirement from work at Central Catholic High, she transferred to our Bay View Convent and devoted her talent to our community library needs.  She also did beautiful ministry in the Archives of St. Joseph Province.  Her quiet, hidden work in her basement office of Bay View Convent was greatly appreciated.


Upon the closure of our Bay View Convent in 2008, Sister Claire transferred to St. Joseph Convent.  Here, she continued to keep the Province Archives as long as her failing health permitted.  She always actively participated in scheduled activities offered by Good Shepherd Pavilion.  She was always motivated by a love of being with people and enjoying their company.  She greeted everyone with a pleasant smile and cheerful disposition.  She always attempted to be independent and in “doing things for herself” as long as she possibly could.  Her illness made ambulation and speech increasingly difficult and embarrassing for her.  However, a smile and laughter were never far away if she failed in her attempts.


Sister Claire was a private, very humble person who left us her creed of gratitude for the many blessings for which she thanked the good Lord.  Here are her words:



Lord, I thank you for the gift of life.



For being a normal, healthy child.



For being born into a Christian family.



For having many brothers and sisters.



For not coming into a rich family—


      
     but one where sharing and caring



     with others was a necessity.



For the following experiences:



Of soiling a new dress.



Of having to give up my way.



Of not wanting a coat like a classmate.



Of having to take a dark blue dress




while my sister had a light blue one.



Of being able to attend Catholic grade school,




and attending Catholic high school nearby.



Of having a few good friends.



Of being able to find work after graduation.




Of being employed in the mill payroll department.



Of refusing dates with male friends.



Of having a great devotion to Our Blessed Mother.



The above made the decision to enter religious life




easier as well as preparing me for novitiate days.



Teaching and discipline were very difficult.



Also, not going to Canada with my group—going and returning.



This brought me to the Mother House for the centennial year.



Summer school was a vacation, but teaching was difficult.



Of not studying for a complete year, but by summers & Saturdays.



Of teaching with migraine headaches in kindergarten and 1st grade.



Of finally teaching higher grades, which were much easier.



Lastly, library work and then archives.





 For the Presence of the Lord,





Devotion to Mary,





To Kateri Tekakwitha,





To my Guardian Angel.



When illness overtook my life and made it difficult:




To be ailing and yet continuing on.




Of things that were not always understood. 




Of having to depend on others for the basics of life.




Of increasing loneliness and isolation from others.


Sister Claire’s outstanding work as an archivist was highlighted in the 1984 New England Archivists Newsletter. Her article follows:


The Archives of the American Province of the Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary located in Bay View, Saco, Maine were begun in 1979.  Since then its archivist, Sister Claire Pelletier, S.C.I.M., has visited the Community’s convents in New England and has done research in the Congregation’s Archives in Quebec, gathering documents and artifacts that throw light on the history of the American Province begun in Biddeford, Maine in 1882.


In 1982, to celebrate the centennial of S.C.I.M. in the United States, a slide presentation for the public was prepared and a memory room set up exhibiting recent photographs as well as a showcase for historical artifacts.


Today this showcase exhibits hand-made objects from the S.C.I.M.’s foreign missions in Brazil, Haiti and Lesotho.  Sister Agnes Voisine, who spent thirty-eight years in South Africa, is preparing a historical album to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the S.C.I.M.’s ministries in South Africa in 1985.  Sister Anita St. Laurent, a language teacher, continues to spend each summer translating from French to English the history of each convent of St. Joseph Province.


I shall now share an article by the late Henry Gosselin that was published in the Diocesan Newspaper, The Church World, which describes Sister Claire Pelletier’s experiences as an archivist which took her to Lesotho and also to Rwanda during very turbulent times. 


In 1994, Sister Claire was asked by the Major Superior of the Congregation to visit both Lesotho and Rwanda.  It was a well-known fact that the Hutu and Tutsi tribes had been feuding for centuries, and all the animosity had been building in recent years.  Sister Claire’s visit happened to be at the very time the animosity became warfare.


Sister Claire was to accompany another Sister from Quebec to the Community missions in Lesotho, Rwanda, Brazil and Haiti.  The Lesotho Sisters were preparing to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Congregation’s presence in that Southern Africa nation, and the archives needed updating.


Sister Claire was not eager to fly almost halfway around the world, and to be absent from her beloved Bay View Community for six to eight weeks, but in the spirit of obedience and dedication to the charism of her Congregation, she willingly accepted the assignment.  She and Sister Yvette Labrecque were both experienced archivists and they completed their work in six weeks time.


The Monday after Easter, they boarded a plane for Kenya, with a connecting flight to Rwanda.  It had been suggested that since they were already in Africa, they should consider visiting the Good Shepherd Sisters in Rwanda and see for themselves how their Foundress’s charism was being carried out in that Central African nation.  After resting from their trip, they planned their itinerary for visits throughout the countryside.


In the late afternoon, they heard explosions which occurred some distance from the convent, and the local Sisters reassured them that the sound of gunfire, grenade and rocket explosions was just routine, nothing to be overly concerned about.  (It turned out to be the plane crash in which the Rwanda and Burundi Presidents were killed.)


That was the beginning of what turned out to be the most traumatic week that Sister Claire and the Canadian Sisters ever experienced in their lives! 


Sister Claire admits there were several moments when she wondered if she would get out of Rwanda alive.  Sister Claire is one of very few Americans who escaped the worst carnage to take place in Africa in recent years.  “I’m alive!” she cried out when she was greeted by her two sisters as she arrived back in Quebec. Sisters Bernadette Pelletier and Therese Pelletier were at the Good Shepherd Generalate in Quebec to welcome home their sister, for whose safety they prayed so intensely for seven agonizing days. (The trauma of this experience remained with Claire the remainder of her days. Whenever a loud noise occurred she would block her ears and look terrified.)


Sister Claire was a very sensitive, artistic person. In her younger days, she frequently walked the beach at Bay View in search of small shells and rocks which her artistic hands would fashion into lovely souvenirs of our “convent home by the sea.”  She contributed very generously her creations to our Bay View Gift Shop.  She also made lovely gifts for her family which she would bring to the reunions.  Her banners also contributed to the décor of the Bay View Chapel.


She belonged to a large, loving family and enjoyed visiting with them as long as she was physically able to do so.  Her nieces and nephews were always excited when “the nuns were coming!”  How proud they were to have three aunts who were nuns!


Sister Claire was well-loved by her family who eagerly anticipated her visits.  She was very sociable to the end of her days.  She loved to sit with the Sisters daily at recreation and at meals.  She visited with the Affiliates during their monthly gatherings.  As her days became more difficult, she was heard to exclaim: “I want people!”  


She lived a quiet, peaceful life with people and her God.  Her remaining sister, Mary, visited her shortly before her death and was also able to attend her Funeral Mass along with many nieces and nephews.


Sister Claire died as she lived—peaceful, quiet and surrounded by family, friends and Sisters of her beloved S.C.I.M. Community.


Her Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at St. Joseph Convent on July 6, 2016 with Reverend Ron Labarre as celebrant and homilist.  The burial took place at St. Joseph Cemetery, Biddeford, Maine.








Sister Sharon Leavitt, S.C.I.M.

Feast of St. Mary Magdalene

July 22, 2016
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