BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
[image: image1.png]



 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sister Jacqueline Bilodeau
(Sister Marie-du-Saint-Rosaire)

October 30, 1923    -    January 20, 2017
“My lover speaks: he says to me,

Arise, my beloved, my beautiful one, and come!

For see, the winter is past, the rains are over and gone…

Arise, my beloved, my beautiful one,

and COME!

(Songs 2:10-11-13)


On January 20, 2017, Sister Jacqueline Bilodeau, formerly known as Sister Marie-du-St- Rosaire, completed her 93 year journey at St. Joseph Convent.  Sister Jackie was born in Marlborough, Massachusetts on October 30, 1923.  She was the oldest of seven children born to Rosario Bilodeau and Augustine Cadrin Bilodeau.


Jackie’s parents came to the United States on their honeymoon and decided to stay in this country.  They originated in Berthier-sur-Mer, Quebec, Canada.  Her father lived on a large family farm there, but liked city life in the United States better.  He was employed in Meriden, Connecticut.  Jackie was the first-born and was followed by two sisters and four brothers.  The family returned to Canada after four years in Connecticut for Grandfather Bilodeau needed help on his large farm in Berthier.  He raised vegetables and had farm animals so the young family was needed to pitch in to help on the family farm.


The Bilodeau family was very religious.  They prayed the rosary every evening after supper.  On Sundays they attended Mass together and also attended Vespers in the afternoon.  The family ties were loving and strong, bonded in prayer and love of God.


Jacqueline had a happy family life and was a very good worker on the family farm and in the household.  Her decision to enter the Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, also known as the Good Shepherd Sisters of Quebec, was greatly influenced by her mother’s sister, Sister Hélène Cadrin, who was a member of the S.C.I.M. Congregation.  At the age of seventeen Jackie spoke to her Aunt Hélène who suggested that she also look into other religious communities.  But, the Good Shepherd Community is where she felt the Lord was calling her.  Her mother encouraged her decision, but her father had a harder time to accept her choice and wept when he heard of her desire to enter the convent.  He brought his eldest daughter to see her former boyfriend to whom she had been engaged for a year.  But she felt called to espouse the Lord and no one could cause her to change her mind.  (Her fiancé ended up marrying her sister.)


Sister Jackie enjoyed dual citizenship and always had a special fondness for the land of her birth, the U.S.A., and St. Joseph Province.


On February 2, 1942, Jackie entered the novitiate of the Good Shepherd Sisters in Quebec along with eleven other girls.  She was very accustomed to hard work on the farm and was not afraid of the sacrifices exacted by formation in religious life.  During her last year of formation, she was assigned to the United States Province. She had only seven years of elementary education, so she entered the community as a “lay Sister.” She worked in many kitchens of the community, always striving to perfect her formal education and her knowledge of the English language.  She completed her high school education at St. Anne High School in Lawrence, MA.  She accomplished four years of courses in two years and earned her high school diploma at the age of forty-five.


Sister Jackie worked as Food Service Director at Bay View Convent and she was an excellent cook in many of our local communities.  She was employed for ten years in the Food Service Department of St. Andre Health Care Facility in Biddeford.  Sister worked successfully in the ministry of “Martha” (of the New Testament) but all this time, the role of “Mary” also developed and deepened in her prayer life.  Her spiritual depth became evident to many and endeared her to all whom she met—both lay and religious.  She was an excellent listener and compassionate spiritual guide to many whom she befriended over the years.  She spent many years in leadership roles in several small convents of the community.  She was also a valued member of the Renewal Team which was formed in 1974 and functioned until 1976.  Following this experience, she spent a year in spiritual studies in Cap-Rouge, Quebec. 

 
Sister Jackie worked several years in Pastoral Ministry in St. Joseph Parish, Old Town, ME.  She is fondly remembered by the parishioners there.  She had the sad duty of closing the Good Shepherd Convent in Old Town. Later, she also was involved in parish ministry in St. Joseph Parish, Biddeford, ME. Sister Jackie served as a valued member of the Provincial Council for nine years. 

            In 1997, Sister Jackie was transferred to St. Joseph Convent in Biddeford where she continued to serve as a spiritual companion to the Sisters of the Good Shepherd Pavilion.  Though her health was failing, she continued to be pleasant, cheerful and helpful to everyone.  She loved the Lord, loved people and loved life which she lived to the full until she answered the call of her Beloved Lord.


Sister Jackie enjoyed creating beautiful cakes for special community celebrations.  Her jubilee cakes were very lovely both to eye and to the palate as she and Sister Annette Nadeau created these masterpieces together in a work of love.


In her later years, Sister Jackie also developed another way to admire nature as she painted many peaceful nature scenes and still-life renditions.  She thoroughly enjoyed the art classes offered to her.  She was a “star” student.


At her Diamond Jubilee, the following tribute was presented to her and testifies to the tremendous impact she had on her local community:


           “Blessed are you, Sister Jackie, for being a dedicated woman!


            Your ministry in this local community has no limit….


           You visit our sick sisters, as well as the homebound elderly.


           You drive Sisters to needed appointments, cut their hair,


           and prepare delicious food for us.  You are for us an example


           of a true daughter of our Mother Foundress!”


As Sister Jackie’s strength diminished, she fell in her room and fractured her shoulder.  This caused great pain and resulted in her needing physical therapy.  She survived this ordeal, but it took its toll.  She never gave up or complained.  With the last of her energy, she requested of her dear friend and superior, Sister Annette Nadeau, that they spend a day at our Acton Villa.  This last wish was granted and they planned to do this again for Sister Annette’s birthday.  However, when this date came, Sister Jackie was in heaven—did she have a premonition she would no longer be on earth to celebrate this event at the Villa together?


When Sister Jackie’s life was ending, she received the Sacrament of the Sick and breathed her last peaceful breath. She answered the invitation of the Beloved as He beckoned to her to “Arise, my Beloved, my beautiful one, and come!”


 She is survived by one sister, Marguerite Guillemette and three brothers, Charles, Rosaire, and Yvon Bilodeau, all residing in Quebec and unable to attend her funeral.  One nephew, Jacques Guillemette and his friend, Joanne Duval, and a grand-niece, Josianne Guillemette were in attendance.


Sister Jackie’s Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at St. Joseph Convent on Thursday, January 26, 2017.  Reverend Joseph Manship was the celebrant and homilist.  A touching eulogy was shared by her grand-niece, Josianne Guillemette.  The male employees of St. Joseph Convent were honored to serve as pall bearers along with her nephew.  Her burial was in St. Joseph Cemetery, Biddeford, Maine.


Let me end this biographical sketch by sharing a portion of the homily given by Reverend Joseph Manship:


No two people are alike and it is this very uniqueness which makes us loved not only by our fellow human beings, but especially by Jesus.  That wonderful phrase spoken by Jesus in one of the Gospels about the hairs of our head being numbered by our Heavenly Father, and that not even one sparrow can fall to the ground without God knowing about it is surely proof of the value which God puts on every human life.


We are here on this planet for a purpose, a divine purpose and God has placed his hand on us all.  His hand was placed on our dear Sister Jackie throughout her exemplary life.  The dignity and simplicity with which she faced death was very much the fruit, if not the proof of the dignity and uprightness shown throughout her life.  She peacefully died shortly after receiving the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.


The lesson she taught us by living to be an elder is that of endurance and faith.  In her life and ours there are the valleys and the hills, the good times and the tough times, the successes and the failures, the joys and the sorrows.


Sister Jackie was a wonderful model and example of someone who lived out of values that were tried and true.  She presented us with the solid rock of common sense.  She lived as a gentle Sister and died like a gentle Sister. If there is one phrase that might characterize her uniqueness, I think it might be “servant-leadership.”  In her brand of “servant-leadership” she looked the role in her dress and demeanor.  The outside reflected the inside.  She led with grace.

A servant-leader does not just hang around, hoping that things will fall into place, but is able to make decisions and see to it that the work is accomplished.  She served and led with grace.


We say that grace is built on nature.  It appears that Sister Jackie’s “servant- leadership” came naturally; it was built upon her farming background which was humble and where she became accustomed to hard work.  As she evolved, she cooperated with grace to cultivate an authentic spirituality that mirrored God’s love and goodness dwelling in and uniting all people.


It was a hallmark of her life and ministry to look for and call forth the goodness in people.  She knew that people in their core goodness were one in their connection to the source of all goodness.  From this inner connection to goodness, Sister Jackie could be both Martha and Mary.  She could do the service of Martha from the Mary side of herself who knew how to rest at the feet of Jesus.


Her spiritual rootedness made her an authentic witness to a life totally consecrated to Christ embracing the charism of her Good Shepherd Community—“To communicate love and goodness as God wills.”  Her various ministries were permeated with this consecrated love of Christ whether it was serving in a parish bringing communion to parishioners or just visiting the sick; or in her way of preparing and serving food to others; or the way she served as a member on the Provincial Council or the Renewal Team.  She was a consecrated sister who did consecrated ministry with love, gentleness and compassion.


This beautifully spirited Sister Jackie faithfully lived the charism of communicating love and goodness as she understood God’s will.  Her spirituality was rooted in the Divine Love shared by the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Out of that love she joyfully lived her life of ministry in religious life for seventy-four years.  Many benefited from her servant-leadership as she was truly consecrated and espoused to Christ within her beloved Community of the Good Shepherd Sisters. Her motto could well be summarized in the following:


      “Where there is no love, put love, and you will draw love out!”

Sister Sharon Leavitt

February 28, 2017
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